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Updated DEQ CyanoHABs strategy and new workflow 
prioritizations 

Oregon Harmful Algae Meeting
March 8, 2024

Lake Billy Chinook
June 2019

Oregon DEQ Water Quality Division

Daniel Sobota on behalf of the DEQ Harmful Algal Blooms Coordination Team
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality

Updated DEQ CyanoHABs 
Strategy
• https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/pages/harmful-

algal-blooms.aspx

• Provides current workflow within DEQ and 
interactions with partner agencies and 
communities

• Outlines some emerging agency issues in need of 
attention when monitoring and assessing HABs
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Updated DEQ CyanoHABs 
Strategy Objectives
• Outline how DEQ detects, monitors, assesses, and 

manages CyanoHABs with partners (provides 
contacts)

• Identify achievements and gaps in the current 
DEQ approach to CyanoHABs

• Make recommendations for improvements and 
expansion of the DEQ CyanoHABs strategy

Strategy Components

• Drinking Water: Monitoring and Public Response

• Recreational Use: Public Health Response

• Clean Water Act: Assessment and Actions

• Recommendations based on agency priorities
• Considering effects of climate change
• More directly incorporating environmental justice
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DEQ HABs Coordination Team

• Cross-program DEQ group with OHA participation

• Monthly calls to discuss DEQ and, as needed, OHA work on HABs

• Sometimes invite external presentations (e.g., Ross Island Lagoon)

• Consists of 28 members currently (state agency only)

• Lead contact: daniel.sobota@deq.oregon.gov

New HABs subcommittee for the DEQ 
monitoring and assessment committee
• Similar in structure to other subcommittees that evaluate and make 

recommendations to DEQ leadership

• Formed because of the cross-program nature of HABs work at DEQ

• Not an avenue to provide external funding for agency work on HABs
• However, allows for alignment of HABs work with other agencies, 

governments, universities, and groups
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Web-Based weekly reports continuing and 
expanding in 2024
https://rstudioconnect.deq.state.or.us/Oregon-cyanobacteria-satellite-report/

Documents can be provided upon request in an alternate format for individuals 
with disabilities or in a language other than English for people with limited 
English skills. To request a document in another format or language, call DEQ 
in Portland at 503-229-5696, or toll-free in Oregon at 1-800-452-4011, ext. 
5696; or email deqinfo@deq.state.or.us.

Questions?

Thanks to OHA and EPA Region 10!
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