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Water 101

Picture of a CHAB on Siltcoos Lake on the Oregon Coast

• Twelve advisories in 2023
– Klamath area x3 (UKL, Agency Lake, Lake Ewauna)
– Brownlee and Hells Canyon Reservoirs x2 (issued by Idaho)
– Cullaby Lake
– Galesville Reservoir
– Willowcreek Reservoir
– Lower Willamette (inc. Ross Island Lagoon)
– Sauvie Island x 3 (Aarons Lake, Pete’s Slough and Sturgeon 

Lake)
• New highest anatoxin result for Oregon (369 ppb) in 

Pete’s Slough
• First advisories ever on Sauvie Island

CyanoHAB Highlights 2023
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CyanoHAB Highlights 2023

• CHABs legislation passed in 2023 (HB 3409)
– Gave OHA position authority and general funds for a new 

natural resource specialist 3 (NRS3) focused on CHABs
– Gave permanent general funds for natural resource 

specialist 4 (NRS4) position (Rebecca and Curtis’s position)

• Staffing
– Curtis Cude retired
– David Farrer is backfilling temporarily
– New Health Water Unit and Unit Manager (Rob Smith) 

hired (CHABs program is in this unit)

CyanoHAB Looking to 2024 Season
• Staffing

– Hiring for Curtis’s position and new NRS3 position has 
been a struggle

– Hope to at least have NRS4 (Curtis’s position) filled by 
summer

– Rachel Saltzman GIS Analyst hired – 50% on CHABs
– Projects

– Rachel is revamping webpage 
– Adding interactive CHAB reporting component
– Generating map for current advisory page

– Collaboration with Multnomah County on detailed map 
for Lower Willamette advisory communication
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CyanoHAB Looking to 2024 Season
• Current Discussions

• Benthic CHABs - collaboration with DEQ
• Ways to better use satellite data
• Potential intermediate advisory category – (e.g. “potential toxins,” “caution,” 

“watch” etc.)

Examples of Educational Materials 
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www.healthoregon.org/hab

David Farrer: david.g.farrer@oha.Oregon.gov
Rob Smith: Robert.d.smith@oha.Oregon.gov

Additional information
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